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assessment made by an administrative team

from the ministry of defense to determine if

additional forces are needed in Mosul.

Najafi commented on how government

economic improvement can help provide

security.

Reminding everyone of the security

agreement, Odierno stated for Coalition

forces to remain inside cities beyond June

30, the Iraqi Government would have to

make a formal request.

ñItôsa political decision, not a military

one,òsaid Odierno, adding that if ordered to

leave the cities, the Coalition forces and Iraqi

Security Forces would need to build a closer

partnership to continue training and

reconstruction projects.

The minister of defense concluded the

briefing by making a commitment to emplace

a Ministry of Interior cell to focus on extortion

and the illegal financing of terrorist cells.

___________________________________

FORWARD OPERATING BASE

DIAMONDBACK, MOSUL, Iraq ïMaj. Gen.

Hassan Karim, commander of the Ninewa

Operations Command, hosted a joint

assessment briefing May 2, to discuss

current operations in Ninewa Province and

the June 30 deadline for combat forces to be

out of Iraqôscities.

Gen. Raymond Odierno, commanding

general, Multi-National Force ï Iraq,

participated in the briefing at Forward

Operating Base Diamondback in Mosul.

Other Iraqi political and military leaders

who attended the briefing included Minister

of Defense Abd Al-Qadir; Deputy Minister of

Interior Maj. Gen. Ayden Kahled Qadir;

Ninewa Provincial Governor Atheel al Najafi;

Maj. Gen. Abdullah Abdul-Karim, 2nd Iraqi

Army Division commander; Maj. Gen.

Hussein Jasim Muhammad Al Awadi, 3rd

Iraqi National Police commander; and Maj.

Gen. Khalid Abdul Sattar, Ninewaôs

provincial director of police.

Also attending were Lt. Gen. Charles

Jacoby, commanding general, Multi-National

Corps ïIraq; Maj. Gen. Robert Caslen Jr.,

commanding general, Multi-National Division

ïNorth; Brig. Gen. Robert Brown, deputy

commanding general (Support), Multi-

National Division ïNorth; Col. Gary Volesky,

commander, 3rd Heavy Brigade Combat

Team, 1st Calvary Division, and Mr. Alex

Laskaris, Provincial Reconstruction Team

leader for Ninewa Province.

During the meeting, the minister of

defense expressed the need to defeat the

terrorist networks. He included the

importance of having Hassan and the NOC

support requests from Najafi.

In addition, he stated he would have an

Joint Briefing Conducted to 

Discuss the Future of Ninewa

Gen. RaymondOdierno, commandinggeneral,

Multi-National Force-Iraq, talks to Col. Gary

Volesky, commander,3rd HeavyBrigadeCombat

Team,1st CalvaryDivision(far left); Brig. Gen.

Robert Brown, deputy commanding general

(Support),Multi-NationalDivision-North(left); Lt.

Gen. Charles Jacoby, commandinggeneral,

Multi-NationalCorps-Iraq (right); and Maj. Gen.

RobertCaslenJr., commandinggeneral,Multi-

NationalDivision-North (far right), following a

joint assessmentbriefing May 2. The briefing

was held on Forward Operating Base

Diamondback,Iraq, to discuss operations in

NinewaProvince.
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FORWARD OPERATING BASE Q-WEST,

QAYYARAH, Iraq ïIn the small town Isfaya

is a school overflowing with young students

ready and willing to learn. Just a few weeks

ago these students were crammed into

classes with as many as 60 in one room.

Now with the help of Civil Affairs Team 14

with B Co., 448th Civil Affairs Bn. they have

three more newly renovated classrooms.

Team 14 also brought educational supply

care packages for each student. Each

package had pens, colors, notebooks and

various other tools for them to use during

their daily educational lives. These packages

were brought to help signify the opening of

the new areas of the school.

These new classrooms will assist the

students and faculty greatly. They will now

be able to have fewer students in each

classroom, which will in turn allow teachers

to get a closer look at each student and find

how best to reach them so they will be able
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to learn more efficiently.

"This school was targeted because there

were too many students and not enough

classrooms," said Staff Sgt. Dennis

Wiechmann, a member of Team 14, "the

school plays the major educational role for

children in this very rural area."

The school that has approximately 320

students will be able to divide the students

into even smaller groups to aide their

learning experience.

The two new restrooms, refrigerated drink

station and water storage system that were

also installed during the renovation will give

the students and faculty a better quality of

life and help improve their overall health as

well.

This project employed 20 locals and it

also included spackling and painting the

entire school with the only exception being

the headmaster's office at his request.

"I would like to thank the coalition forces

for their assistance with our school and

valuing the education of our children," said

Yihya Mohammad Sultan, the headmaster of

the school.

FORWARD OPERATING BASE WARRIOR,

KIRKUK, Iraq ï Like any place else,

residents of Arafa district in Kirkuk city, Iraq,

rely on their city council representatives to

get projects accomplished in their district.

The chance to speak to district

representatives, district police and members

from public works sections such as water

and electricity came May 7, at the Arafa

District Police Station.

"It used to be very infrequent for

members of the city council to hear from the

people of the city," explained Capt. Stephen

Clark, the information operations officer for

3rd Battalion, 82nd Field Artillery Regiment,

2nd Brigade Combat Team, 1st Cavalry

Division. "We helped come up with an idea

to bring the citizens into IP headquarters,

invite political leaders, and bring everyone

together so that the citizens could talk to the

people directly responsible for fixing their

issues."

"This is the beginning steps in getting

representatives out there helping their city,"

said Clark.

For 3rd Bn., 82nd FA Regt. and the IP,

this is the second round of these meetings in

Arafa District.

"We are going to work on getting projects

going faster that will improve the city's water

and education," said Brig. Gen. Borhan, the

Kirkuk inner-city police chief. "We are

working very hard to make this city as great

as it once was.ñ

Borhan also explained who the residents

need to talk to when they need help in the

future.

"The district council members are your

representatives," he explained. "They are

there to address your concerns. Give them a

chance, and bring your problems to them.ñ

"The council was built to serve the

community of Kirkuk," said Khalel al-Assi, a

district council representative. "These kind

of meetings are an opportunity for you [the

people of Kirkuk city] to bring your issues to

our attention. We are here and ready to

listen to you.ñ

___________________________________

Iraqichildrenhigh five a U.S. Soldier,aftera ceremonyheldMonday,April 27, at theirschool. The

ceremony'spurposewastothankcoalitionforcesfor renovatingtheirschool.

Knowing Is 
Half the Battle
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ArafaDistrict Council 
Hears From Their People 
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FORWARD OPERATING BASE WARRIOR,

KIRKUK, Iraq ïThe day before a platoon of

Soldiers are slated to go on a mission into

Kirkuk city, they find out the fire suppression

system in their mine resistant ambush

protected vehicle is not working. Without it,

a fire could rage uncontrolled through the

entire vehicle. Their leadership is relying on

this platoon to go on the mission.

That is where the Soldiers of the

maintenance section of Company B, 15th

Brigade Support Battalion, 2nd Brigade

Combat Team, 1st Cavalry, come in.

"We can fix anything with wheels on it,"

said Spc. Tony Archer, a Porterville, Calif.,

native and a wheeled vehicle mechanic with

Co. B.

The mechanics have to check over all the

vehicles before they get dispatched each

week, explained Archer.

Considering how many vehicles there are,

this is no small task.

"We change out everything from engines

to axles," said Archer. "Anything that's

15th Brigade Support Battalion Soldiers 

Keep the Wheels Rollin'

Spc. JasonTaylor,a SanAntonio,Texas,nativeanda wheeledvehiclemechanicfor CompanyB, 15th BrigadeSupportBattalion,2nd BrigadeCombat

Team,1st CavalryDivision,removesthetireof a trailerat15th BSB'smaintenancebayonForwardOperatingBaseWarrior,Kirkuk,Iraq,May1.
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broke, we fix it."

There are a lot of big vehicles and big

missions that come into the maintenance

bay for these mechanics.

"I participated in changing an engine for a

palletized load system," explained Archer

referring to 27.5 ton vehicle that is used to

carry combat configured loads of

ammunition, all classes of supply, shelters

and containers. "It only took about a week.ñ

"The majority of our maintenance is on

bigger vehicles," said Spc. Jason Taylor, a

San Antonio, Texas, native, also a mechanic

with Co. B.

15th BSB relies on their big vehicles to be

up in running; without them, there are no

missions "outside the wire.ñ

"Knowing that our troops - the ones we

see and live with - are able to take these

vehicles out on missions is a big reward,"

said Archer. "I am supporting my family and

friends. I want to make them as safe as

possible."

For Soldiers who routinely venture

beyond Forward Operating Base Warrior,

knowing they can depend on the mechanics

to keep their vehicles in good condition is

critical.

"We wouldn't have trucks up and running

without them," said Pfc. Steven Violette, a

Park Forest, Ill., native and a truck driver for

Company B. "They are putting their all in to

ensure that we don't get stuck out there."

"It is great knowing that these trucks go

out on a mission, and I made them work and

made their missions possible," explained

Taylor.

Each Soldiers has his own reason for

choosing this job.

"I've always liked doing mechanical work,"

explained Archer. "This has helped me work

on my own vehicles. It has taught me to

troubleshoot and be more clear-minded

when I am presented with a problem."

"It's awesome to take things apart and put

them back together," said Taylor. "I would

recommend this job to anyone interested in

vehicles."

With hot weather fast approaching, being

under a big metal vehicle is not where most

people would want to be, but the mission of

the maintenance Soldiers won't stop.

"I wouldn't want to do anything else in the

Army," said Taylor.

___________________________________


