
 

 

VOLUME  II, I SSUE  VII  JUNE 3, 2009 

225225225THTHTH       

EEENGINEERNGINEERNGINEER    BBBRIGADERIGADERIGADE    

 

Walls come tumbling down  6 

Concrete team leaves Iraq   8 - 9  
 

Soldier receives    10 

 Greater Award   

Racing through deployment  12 

     



 

 

CCOMMANDEROMMANDERôôSS  CCOMMENTSOMMENTS   
BG Owen W. Monconduit 

Engineer Soldiers and Family 

members,  

Engineering operations continue 

to be outstanding here in Baghdad.  

Military success is 

possible because of 

the outstanding work 

by Engineer Soldiers 

and strong support 

from loving families 

back home!  Military 

Engineers are essen-

tial enablers to Bri-

gade Combat Teams. 

The month of June 

presents a great time 

to focus on making our engineer-

ing processes even more effective.  

In performing your military duties, 

take a moment to focus on ways to 

potentially improve the process.  

Start by reviewing your unitôs 

mission statement and consider 

your critical tasks supporting the 

mission.  Once you have an im-

provement idea, 

explain to your first 

line supervisor how 

you can make the 

process better.  Your 

first line supervisor 

will then assess the 

original process, 

complete a feasibil-

ity study of your 

improvement idea, 

and suggest a means 

of implementation.  Either your 

company or battalion commander 

will assist you in getting approval 

of your idea.  Your improvement 

idea may become the next military 

modification to an existing Tac-

tics, Techniques and Procedures 

(TTP) or Lessons Learned (LL). 

Finally, remember to be safe.  

Outdoor temperatures are above 

100 degrees during the day and 

drinking water is essential.  Take 

care of yourself and check on your 

battle buddy.  While on EML, 

practice safety measures allowing 

you to return to duty aggressive 

and ready to perform your mis-

sion.   Working safely will build 

endurance in our continuous op-

erations (CONOPS). 

Safe Deployment å Safe Return. 

Castle 6 

Greetings Engineer Soldiers, 

Itôs important that we main-

tain our living and work areas 

within the proper standards. 

We must ensure at least bi-

weekly that we clean up our 

containerized housing unit 

(CHU) and work areas. The 

following is a short checklist 

on maintenance of CHUs and 

work areas. 

¶Dust or clean desk and  

furniture 

¶Check fire alarm for  

operations 

¶Remove trash from trash 

cans  

¶Sweep and mop floors 

weekly 

¶Clean/service air condi-

tioners in CHUs only 

¶Remove any fire hazards 

from the work or sleeping 

area 

¶Review and cor-

rect any electrical 

hazards 

¶Check the lock-

ing mechanize on 

doors and windows 

¶Remove CAC 

card from your 

computer when not 

in use 

Keep in mind that if you do 

not maintain your CHU, you 

could be reassigned to a tent 

city area (NOT GOOD), so 

keep it clean and serviceable. 

If you discover any issues 

or short comings, please no-

tify your first line supervisors 

MM ESSAGEESSAGE  FROMFROM   CCASTLEASTLE   77  
CSM Joseph Major 

for corrective action through 

KBR.  

In closing, stay safe, work 

hard to support 

the BCTs, and 

watch out for 

your ñbattle 

buddy.ò Keep 

your families in-

formed and share 

your true adven-

ture with them as 

often as possible. 

 

"Success is never a 

destination, it's a 

journey."  

Author: Satenig St. 

Marie  

 

Safe Deployment = Safe Return 

CSM Joe Major 
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Chaplainõs CornerChaplainõs Corner  
By Chap. (MAJ) Jeff Mitchell 

The Theology of Peace-1 

In this world we will not find an ultimate 

sense of peace.  However, in this world 

we can find and experience the Prince of 

Peace that will give us enough peace to 

carry on in hope.  Personal peace has very 

little to do with 

how comfortable 

our circumstances 

may be or not be 

at any given mo-

ment.   As a mat-

ter of fact, we will 

look at a passage 

soon, which por-

trays when we are 

in the hardest 

circumstances of 

life, that a ñpeace 

that surpasses comprehensionò can be 

experienced.   Over the next few Reflec-

tions we will look at what Jesus has to say 

about peace.  First, in Matthew 10:34 

Jesus states, ñdo not think I came to bring 

peace on the earth; I did not come to bring 

peace, but a sword.ò  In this context, Jesus 

is addressing confessing Him as Lord 

before men.  When Christ becomes Lord 

of your life vs yourself and you now an-

swer primarily to the Father of another 

Kingdom as a royal son or daughter; it 

can create a sword like effect in your 

other relationships, especially those 

closest to you.  Your family may rejoice 

with you that you are in the Kingdom of 

God and you have a new 

King in your life and now 

get your worth, value, and 

identity from being a royal 

son, or they may want to 

kill you, or be somewhere 

in between.  This is why 

Jesus addresses this matter 

right out of the gate; for 

rejection may come quick 

from those you love the 

most.  Rejection will 

come many times in your 

spiritual journey, so get 

comfortable with the lack of peace it 

will cost to walk to the beat of a differ-

ent drummer.  However, in the midst of 

rejection, there is a person of peace that 

can be experienced as we walk through 

the hard times.  When we walk through 

these hard times, clinging to the Prince 

of Peace-Jesus, we come out the other 

side and are able to proclaim as Paul 

did in Ephesians 2:14, ñFor He Him-

self is our peace.ò 

On the Cover: 

Photo by Sgt. Rebekah Malone 

A monument at the 

Iraqi Tomb of the Un-

known Soldier is be-

lieved to represent a 

staircase to heaven for 

the Soldiers. 
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Joke of the Week 
Readerõs Digest: Humor in uniform 

My wife was sitting in the 

cockpit of my fighter jet ñ her 

head spinning as I pointed to the 

myriad of buttons, levers and 

switches on the control panel.  

òDo you really know what each 

one of these buttons does?ó she 

asked.  

òYep,ó I said proudly. 

Scowling, she then asked, òAnd 

Iõm supposed to believe you canõt 

figure out how to run the wash-

ing machine?ó 
ñMatt Dietz 

 

Staff Sgt. Paul Fleming and Chap. 
(Maj.) Jeff Mitchell at a school.  
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Top 3 Reasons to cancel a softball game during warTop 3 Reasons to cancel a softball game during warTop 3 Reasons to cancel a softball game during war    

1.  !ÌÌ ÇÁÍÅÓ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÍÏÖÅÄ ʦ ÈÒ ÆÏÒ×ÁÒÄ ÆÏÒ ÓÁÆÅÔÙ ÒÅÁÓÏÎÓƚ )ÔƦÓ ÔÏÏ ÄÁÒË ÅÖÅÎ ×ÉÔÈ 
lights, reflective belts, reflective shorts, reflective shirts and reflective 
ball. Everyone must attend a safety brief one hour before start time and a safety 
!!2 ÁÆÔÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÇÁÍÅƚ !ÌÓÏƗ ÄÏÎƦÔ ÆÏÒÇÅÔ ÙÏÕÒ 00%ƙ ÂÁÌÌÉÓÔÉÃ ÓÁÆÅÔÙ ÇÌÁÓÓÅÓƗ ËÎÅÅ 
and elbow pads and ACH.  

2.  Big sky will not be able to play tonight. Most of their players are getting the 
ÁÎÔÈÒÁØ ÓÈÏÔ ÁÎÄ ×ÏÎƦÔ ÂÅ ÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÍÁËÅ ÉÔ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÇÁÍÅƚ 4ÈÅ ÇÁÍÅ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÒÅÓÃÈÅÄƜ
uled to 6 June at 1800 hrs.  

3.  3ÁÔÕÒÄÁÙƦÓ ÇÁÍÅ ÉÓ 2%3#(%$5,%$ ÔÏ 3ÕÎÄÁÙ ÁÔ ʦʬʣʣ ÈÒÓƚ 4ÈÅ -2!0 ÔÅÁÍ ÈÁÓ IMPORTANT 
ÖÉÓÉÔÉÎÇ ÍÉÌÉÔÁÒÙ ÐÅÒÓÏÎÎÅÌ ÁÎÄ ×ÏÎƦÔ ÂÅ ÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÍÁËÅ ÉÔ ÏÎ 3ÁÔÕÒÄÁÙƚ 

 
***A special brigade MDMP task force has been convened to solve how to start the 
games on time. The FRAGO has not been received as of yet; pre - MDMP analysis is pend-
ing, an answer is expected sometime before August 2010.***  

  

 

Cpt. Yvonne McFarland-Davis (bottom right) shows her excitement after receiving a signed T-Shirt from the UCLA head 
football coach, Rick Neuheisel, during a meet and greet at the Engineer Chapel on Camp Liberty, Baghdad, June 1. Coach 
Neuheisel, with his fellow college football coaches: Mack Brown of the University of Texas, Troy Calhoun of the Air Force 
Academy, Jim Grobe of Wake Forest University, Mack Brown of the University of Texas, Jim Tressel of Ohio State Univer-
sity, and former University of Auburn coach Tommy Tuberville, took time out of their busy schedules to visit with deployed 
troops overseas answering questions, signing autographs and show their overall support for the U.S. troops. Baton Rouge, 
La., native, Maj. Shane Rauh (bottom left), enjoys a moment with college football head coach, Houston Nutt of Oleô Miss. 
Spc. Jada Smith (top) meets Ohio State University Coach Jim Tressel. Mr. ñHookôem Hornsò 
himself, the legendary University of Texas head football coach, Mack Brown, 
(background) displays his support for the troops, wearing the tradi-
tional Texas burnt orange polo shirt with the words, ó W e 
Honor Those Who Serve.ô   

Photo by Sgt. Rebekah Malone 

Photo by Scott Flenner 

Photo by Scott Flenner 
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By 1st Lt. Kawanda Tate 

stated Pfc. Colby Irvin, a native of Orland, 

Calif., a carpenter in the squad. 

 Despite being almost a year into a 15-

month deployment, this was the first ma-

jor project for the squad performed  inde-

pendently from the rest of the platoon.  

ñThis is the first time that I have all of 

m y guys to- gether 

on our 

own in 

one spot,ò stated Pollom.  ñWe have been 

on three to four man team missions, but 

never one where we are all together,ò he 

added.  Pollom also stated that he used 

this project as an opportunity to train and 

mentor his junior Soldiers. 

     In addition to performing the mission, 

the engineers also fostered a good rela-

tionship with the landowners.  

ñEveryone was extremely appreciative of 

the new tower as well as the electrical 

upgrades to the dining facility and living 

quarters,ò added Pollom.   

ñIt is always nice when you can build a 

good relationship with the landowners 

who are essentially your customers,ò 

stated Spc. Ian Farnes, a native of Mon-

tana, a carpenter/masonry specialist.   

ñWe are essentially trying to improve the 

quality of life for Soldiers that donôt have 

the same luxuries as larger camps in 

MND-B,ò stated Spc. Ryan Wigle, a na-

tive of Pittsburgh, Pa., carpentry masonry 

specialist. 

Did you know that:  
 
USAA is committed to serving those 
who serve our nation. We under-
stand you have unique financial 
needs as a member of the armed 
forces, and that's why we recently 
introduced a new military benefit 
exclusively for members deployed 
overseas.  
 
USAA is now reimbursing the for-
eign transaction fee on your USAA 
MasterCard® and USAA Visa® credit 
and debit cards for up to 12 
months from the time you notify 
USAA of your deployment.  
 
What do I need to do?  
Let us know before you deploy, and 
we'll do the rest. Call us at 1 -
877- 2DEPLOY (33- 7569) so we can 
update your account status with 
your deployment dates. If you've 
already notified us of your de-
ployment, you'll automatically 
begin receiving the reimbursement.  
 
Additional savings and benefits 
when you're deployed  
Make sure you're getting all the 
savings and benefits available to 
you for your USAA products when 
you're deployed:  
 
*A reduced credit card APR during 
your deployment for up to 12 
months 
*A rebate on all credit card in-
terest paid during a qualified 
military campaign  
*Up to a 90% discount on your auto 
insurance if your vehicle is 
stored in an approved location  
*Low- cost coverage for stored per-
sonal property  
*Our life insurance companies pro-
vide life insurance policies with 
no war exclusions to supplement 
your SGLI  
*A free 15 - minute call with a fi-
nancial planner to answer finan-
cial questions related to your 
deployment  
 
We hope you take advantage of 
these benefits and savings if 
you're deployed. Thank you for 
serving our country; it's our 
honor to serve you.  
 
 
<https://content.usaa.com/mcontent
/static_assets/Media/email_cta_arr
ow.gif>  
  

Increasing force protection and identify-

ing electrical hazards are two fundamental 

premises to making sure Soldiers are safe. 

Recently squad leader Sgt. Patrick Pol-

lom, a native of Pearl City, Hawaii, who 

led his squad in a week long project that 

included constructing an observation plat-

form and minor electrical repairs 

around the Joint Secu-

rity 

S t a t i o n (JSS) Oubaidy with these 

ideas in mind. The JSS is home to para-

troopers of the Alpha ñAttackò Company 

of the 2nd 505 PIR, 3rd Brigade Combat 

Team, 82nd Airborne Division and is 

located on the outskirts of Baghdad.      

In addition to constructing the observa-

tion platform, the squad also provided 

much needed electrical work to improve 

the living conditions around the JSS.  

ñThey had environmental control units 

[ECU] but no one to install them,ò stated 

Spc. Travis Peters, a native of Carrollton, 

Ill.  Spc. Peters led the electrical team and 

installed six conditioners and over 15 

electrical receptacles for the dining area.   

Due to the extreme heat the landowners 

also requested that the observation tower 

have an air conditioner so that the Soldiers 

will be more comfortable while perform-

ing their duties.  

ñThis is the first time that Iôve ever done 

electrical work in an observation tower; it 

was an excellent training opportunity,ò 

Standing (Left to Right) Cpl. Watson, William; Spc. Farnes, Ian; Sgt. 
Pollom, Patrick; Spc. Wigle, Ryan Kneeling (Left to Right) Spc. 
Livsey, Benjamin; Cpl. Auguste, Carlyle; Pfc. Irvin, Colby 
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Just as American teenagers 

hang out with friends on a hot 

summer night, Iraqi teenagers 

were doing the same, May 28, 

except their entertainment was 

wa t ch i n g 

S o l d i e r s 

from the 

46th Engi-

neer Com-

bat Battal-

i o n , 

( H e a v y ) , 

225th En-

gineer Bri-

gade tear 

down bar-

riers block-

ing a popu-

lar street in 

c e n t r a l 

Baghdad. 

M a n y 

c h e e r e d , 

gave a 

thumbs-up 

or simply 

s a i d , 

óGood!ô 

T h e 

walls sur-

r o u n d i n g 

the small 

C o m b a t 

O u t p o s t 

k n o w n 

simply as 102 ,in the Rusafa dis-

trict of Baghdad, came crashing 

down, further evidence of the 

implementation of the Security 

Agreement. 

The nighttime operation 

opened up streets and buildings 

that guarded the walls that housed 

Soldiers from Troop B, 5th 

Squadron, 73rd Cavalry Regi-

ment, 82nd Airborne Division. 

The Soldiers lived and worked 

out of the run-down hotel in order 

to stay in close contact with the 

community and help train Iraqi 

Securty Force partners. 

 ñIt is significant that this route 

is being opened fully,ò said Brig. 

Gen. Owen Monconduit, com-

mander of the 225th Engineer 

Brigade, as he toured the work 

site with Col. Tim McQuire, 

commander of the 3rd Brigade 

C o m b a t 

Team, 82nd 

A i r b o r n e 

Division. 

No one 

would agree 

more than 

the Iraqi 

residents. 

ñThe Iraqis 

seem very 

excited,ò 

Staff Sgt. 

Marcos Lopez, of El Paso, Texas, 

said. ñThe teenagers were all giv-

ing thumbs up and saying, 

óGood!ôò 

Each wall, a large wire mesh 

and cloth crate filled with dirt 

called Hesco barriers, broken 

down along Abu Nuwas Street is 

a visible sign of 

progress. 

ñAt the direc-

tion of the bri-

gade combat 

teams, the engi-

neers are work-

ing to reduce the 

footprint in Baghdad by assisting 

with the removal of Hesco barri-

ά¢Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ōƛƎ 
impact on the commu-
ƴƛǘȅΣέ {ǘŀŦŦ {ƎǘΦ aŀǊŎƻǎ 
[ƻǇŜȊ ǎŀƛŘΦ ά¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ 
getting their neighbor-
ƘƻƻŘ ōŀŎƪΦέ 

Rusafa Barrier Walls Come Tumbling DownRusafa Barrier Walls Come Tumbling DownRusafa Barrier Walls Come Tumbling Down    

By Sgt. Rebekah Malone 

 

Hesco barrier removal along Abu Nuwas Street was 
further proof of the implementation of the Secu-
rity Agreement as Combat Outpost 102 in the 
Rusafa district of Baghdad, May 28. The engineers 
from the 46th Engineer Combat Battaloin (Heavy), 
225th Engineer Brigade performed the nighttime 
mission at the direction of the 3rd Brigade Combat 
Team, 82nd Airborne Division.  

ers as COP 102 is closed,ò ex-

plained the future operations offi-

cer for the 225th Eng. Bde., Maj. 

Shane Rauh, of Baton Rouge, La. 

Lopez, the noncommissioned 

officer in charge of removing 

Hesco barriers for the 46th Eng. 

Combat Bn., described the work 

as important for the neighbor-

hood. He said tearing down the 

walls would allow for better ac-

cess to buildings that provide 

economic stimulus for the econ-

omy. 

ñThis project has a big impact 

on the community,ò Lopez said. 

ñThey are getting their neighbor-

hood back.ò 

 

Spc. Winsper (near) and Staff Sgt. Callaway (far) 
listen to the interpreter speak with a resident of 
Rusafa near COP 102, May 28. 




