





Combat Patch Marks the S[F)ot

150th Armored Reconnaissance Squadron, 30th Heavy Brigade Combat Team, Follows

the tradition of the 30th Infantry Division with combat patches for everyone serving in
Operation Iraqi Freedom VI.

Soldiers of 150th Armored Reconnaissance Squa
ron salute during of “The Star-Spangled Banner”
during a combat patch ceremony July 22, at Camp
Stryker here. The Soldiers were awarded the Old

Hickory patch A R, o
from the 30th Commander, Lt. Col. Robby Scar-
Heavy Combat berry, (top photo) and Command

Team C(?m— ***** < " 3 Sgt. Maj. James Allen (bottom
man.d.er nrec- ; photo)150th Armored Reconnaissance
ognition of their Squadron proudly displays their com-
wartime service. bat patchs (right sleeve) as they shake
The squadron hands and playfully slap patches on

is based out of Troops sleeves, July 22.Troops re-
Bluefield, W. Va., |/ ceived the patches during a ceremony

and its history at Camp Stryker, in recognition of

dates bapk to the their wartime service. Scarberry, of

ii;VOIUthIIaI'Y Milton, W. Va., personally thanked
ar.

each of the Troops for their service.
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SUPPLIED BY DEMAND

photo and story by Spc. Ruth McClary, 30th HBCT PAO, MND-B

oldiers of the 30th Heavy

Brigade Combat Team's

Headquarters and Headquar-

ters Company may not have
the convenience of a large department
store in Iraq, but the supply section on
Forward Operating Base Falcon cov-
ers their basic needs.

The supply section is responsible
for inventory of all equipment is-
sued to Soldiers, including weapons,
uniforms and boots, according to
Company supply sergeant Staff Sgt.
Frederick Murray.

Staff Sgt. Frederick Murray, of Rose Hill N.C., and Staff Sgt. Vernon
Hayes, of Lexington, N.C., mark measurements to cut support braces
for a desk in the logistics office on Forward Operating Base Falcon, July
13. Murray, the headquarters supply sergeant of 30th Heavy Brigade
Combat Team, helps Soldiers with projects when he isn’t ordering, pick-
ing up supplies or completing daily reports. The brigade is based out of

Clinton, N.C.

"Each Soldier is issued up to $5,000
worth of equipment and clothing for
deployment," said Murray, of Rose
Hill, N.C. "We keep records on every-
thing issued to them."

Soldiers also receive a $125 month-
ly clothing allowance to replace worn
out items, and Murray has to approve
each request.

Murray also stocks everyday items
such as sunscreen, foot powder, hand
sanitizer and office supplies for the
company's nearly 260 Soldiers, many
of whom who come to the office for
things other than
supplies.

On a recent day,
Staff Sgt. Vernon
Hayes, of Lexing-
ton, N.C., entered
the supply office
carrying a wood
two-by-four, look-
ing for an elec-
tric saw. Murray
helped him cut the
wood to the cor-
rect measurements
and completed

the project when
Hayes left to go
out on a mission.
"I don't mind
helping people
with projects,"
said Murray. "I at-
tached the wooden
pieces to the base
of the desk. It took
about 30-minutes
to knock it out."
Helping with
projects is not on
the duty roster in
supply; Murray
does that out of
the kindness of his
heart. That attitude
led to an addition
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to his team.

"I had to get something from supply
and he [Murray] was a nice guy so I
asked to work with him," said supply
clerk Sgt. Mariano Rosa, of Medellin,
Colombia.

Rosa does several tasks for the
brigade, apart from his regular duties
of transporting supplies and securing
weapons.

"I feel like the brigade's horse," said
Rosa. "It's okay though, I don't mind
doing what I can for others."

The brigade's supply sergeant left in
June 2008 and Murray, who received a
full-time North Carolina Army Na-
tional Guard supply sergeant's position
a month later, was the obvious replace-
ment.

"I knew this position would be
challenging, but I enjoy it," said Mur-
ray. "I'm learning a lot, and the other
brigade supply sergeants help guide
me along."

Spc. Julia Clark, of Fayetteville,
N.C., was a supply specialist on active
duty for nine years and Murray said
she is the backbone of the section.

"THERE IS A NEW ADVENTURE IN
SUPPLY EVERY DAY," SAID CLARK.

From left - Staff Sgt. Frederick Mur-
ray of Rose Hill, N.C., Spc. Julia Clark,
of Fayetteville, N.C.; and Spc. Mariano
Rosa, of Medellin, Colombia, make up
the headquarters supply section of 30th
Heavy Brigade Combat Team. Their of-
fice is standing room only, full of essen-
tial supplies for the Soldiers at Forward
Operating Base Falcon. Murray is on
his third deployment and is a native of
Philadelphia, Pa.; Clark is the mother of
six on her first deployment; and Rosa is a
native of Caguas, Puerto Rico on his first
deployment.



Iraqi Women's Initiatives Quarterly Conference

photo and story by Spc. Ruth McClary, 30th HBCT PAO, MND-B

the brigade bilingual
cultural advisor and a

oldiers and
civilians of 30th
Heavy Brigade

Combat Team attended the Iraqi Women's
Initiatives Quarterly Conference on Camp
Victory, June 27.

The seminar, a forum in which the chal-
lenges facing Iraqi women can be openly
discussed, was hosted by Multi-National
Corps — Iraq and attended by representa-
tives from its divisions, public reconstruc-
tion team leaders and three members of
the Iraqi government.

About 100 people, mainly women, at-
tended the conference.

government officials were breast cancer
awareness, the addition of nursery and
kindergarten facilities and vocational
centers for the disabled and safe havens
for battered women.

The 30th Brigade Soldiers and civil-
ians were led by Lt. Col. Kelly Jackson,
of Fuquay-Varina, N.C., who discussed
sustainable projects for the women in
the brigade's area of operation with other
division team leaders during roundtable
discussions.

southern Baghdad area

public reconstruction team representative.

Sustaining the Daughters of Iraq
program through the Iraqi government,
establishing a water purification plant,
developing medical and self-examination
classes and family centers with computer
classes, job placement and pre-school edu-
cation are some initiatives up for further
discussion by the brigade.

Second Lt. Michelle Layton, the bri-
gade medical planner, probed deeper to
gain information from one of the one of

"I believe
that if the
divisions work
as partners,
mapping
everything,
we can focus
on the issues
important to the
Iraqi women,"
said Lt. Col.
Lucia Searcy,
the women's
initiative
coordinator, for
Multi-National

the Iraqi coun-
cil members on
women's health
concerns, hos-
pital and clinic
assets.

"We want to
see what kind
of issues the
Iraqi women
have with hos-
pitals, clinics
and whether
they have
enough doctors
male or female

Corps - Iraq. ntheir areas,"
The seminar said Layton,
included of Athens, Ga.
briefings from "We want to

three members learn more
of the Iraqi \ about exist-
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government: Attendees of the Women’s Initiative Quarterly Conference took a group photo after discussing Iraqi women'’s issues and 1ng.b.11"th1ng
Ms. Azhar challenges at Camp Victory Complex, June 27. Lt. Col. Lucia Searcy, front row, 4th from the right, is the coordinator of the| facilities and
al-Sharbaf, event and was pleased that the attendance almost doubled from the last meeting in Feb. the need for
legal advisor equipment."

- : : "The conference gave us a starting :
for the minister of State Public Affairs; ) : > There is a 10 percent  death rate for
Dr. Sallama  al-Khafajii, advisor for point to target sustainable projects for women and babies in the southern Bagh-

Deputy Prime Minister Barham Salih; and
Dr. Sameerah al-Mosawi, a member of the
Council of Representatives for Women,
Family and Children.

Each of them spoke on empowering the
women of Iraq, issues challenging women
and Iraqi governmental initiatives to
implement change.

"A woman feels proud when she has
something of her own, it gives her a sense
of accomplishment," said Dr. al-Mosawi.
"Self confidence is important for the em-
powerment of women."

Specific topics addressed by Iraqi

Iraqi women in our area of operation,”
said Jackson. "The discussions brought
many good ideas to the forefront for us to
consider."

Employment was noted as the main is-
sue of concern for the Iraqi women in the
brigade's area of operations, and address-
ing women's health care, female illiteracy
and the needs of widows could lead to
employment opportunities in their area.

"Opening a women's center is a sustain-
able project for the women because it will
help with education, job placement and a
daycare needs in one place," said Parween
Omer Mohammed, of Kansas City, Mo.,
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dad region because of inadequate hospital
transportation, said Mohammed.
According to Searcy, attendance at
these quarterly seminars has doubled since
the last meeting held in February, and
Iraqi women's concerns and initiatives are
developing into sustainable projects.
"It will be hard for the Iraqi women
to sit back and do nothing now, maybe
before when they didn't know any bet-

ter," said Mohammed. "] see them
getting stronger and stronger
every day."



Wou ] be Wissed

Sgt. 1st Class Felicia Hill was honored and remembered during a memorial ceremony held at Forward Operating Base Falcon, Aug.
20.

Hill died unexpectedly in the United States Aug. 13, while on her way home for leave.
A native of Raleigh, N.C., she served with Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 30th Brigade Special Troops Battalion, 30th
Heavy Brigade Combat Team, in Iraq.
Hill enlisted in the Army in March 1983 and was on active duty for three years. In April 1986 she joined the North Carolina Army
National Guard, then entered the Active Guard/Reserve force in October 1998.
During her time as an active Guardsman, Hill held numerous full-time positions throughout the Joint Force Headquarters, North Caro-
lina Army National Guard, in Raleigh.

Her last assignment was as the Battalion Human Resources Non-Commissioned Officer-in-Charge, 30th Special Troops Battalion, in
Durham, N.C.

Hill was remembered as a dedicated Soldier who never let her career get in the way of her family.

“She was a disciplined worker, one of the most disciplined I have ever seen,” said Brigade Command Sgt. Maj. John Swart.

She is survived by her husband, Kelly Carter, and her daughter Elicia.




