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oldiers and
civilians of 30th

the brigade bilingual
cultural advisor and a

Heavy Brigade
Combat Team attended the Iraqi Women's
Initiatives Quarterly Conference on Camp
Victory, June 27.

The seminar, a forum in which the chal-
lenges facing Iraqi women can be openly
discussed, was hosted by Multi-National
Corps — Iraq and attended by representa-
tives from its divisions, public reconstruc-
tion team leaders and three members of
the Iraqi government.

About 100 people, mainly women, at-
tended the conference.

government officials were breast cancer
awareness, the addition of nursery and
kindergarten facilities and vocational
centers for the disabled and safe havens
for battered women.

The 30th Brigade Soldiers and civil-
ians were led by Lt. Col. Kelly Jackson,
of Fuquay-Varina, N.C., who discussed
sustainable projects for the women in
the brigade's area of operation with other
division team leaders during roundtable
discussions.

southern Baghdad area

public reconstruction team representative.

Sustaining the Daughters of Iraq
program through the Iraqi government,
establishing a water purification plant,
developing medical and self-examination
classes and family centers with computer
classes, job placement and pre-school edu-
cation are some initiatives up for further
discussion by the brigade.

Second Lt. Michelle Layton, the bri-
gade medical planner, probed deeper to
gain information from one of the one of

"I believe the Iraqi coun-
that if the cil members on
divisions work women's health
as partners, concerns, hos-
mapping pital and clinic
everything, assets.
we can focus "We want to

on the issues
important to the
Iraqi women,"
said Lt. Col.
Lucia Searcy,
the women's
initiative
coordinator, for
Multi-National

see what kind
of issues the
Iraqi women
have with hos-
pitals, clinics
and whether
they have
enough doctors
male or female

Corps - Iraq. intheir areas,"
The seminar said Layton,
included of Athens, Ga.
briefings from "We want to

three members learn more
of the Iraqi about exist-
government: Attendees of the Women’s Initiative Quarterly Conference took a group photo after discussing Iraqi women'’s issues and 1ng.b.1Fth1ng
Ms. Azhar challenges at Camp Victory Complex, June 27. Lt. Col. Lucia Searcy, front row, 4th from the right, is the coordinator of the| facilities and
al-Sharbaf, event and was pleased that the attendance almost doubled from the last meeting in Feb. the need for

legal advisor
for the minister of State Public Affairs;
Dr. Sallama al-Khafajii, advisor for
Deputy Prime Minister Barham Salih; and
Dr. Sameerah al-Mosawi, a member of the
Council of Representatives for Women,
Family and Children.

Each of them spoke on empowering the
women of Iraq, issues challenging women
and Iraqi governmental initiatives to
implement change.

"A woman feels proud when she has
something of her own, it gives her a sense
of accomplishment," said Dr. al-Mosawi.
"Self confidence is important for the em-
powerment of women."

Specific topics addressed by Iraqi

"The conference gave us a starting
point to target sustainable projects for
Iraqi women in our area of operation,”
said Jackson. "The discussions brought
many good ideas to the forefront for us to
consider."

Employment was noted as the main is-
sue of concern for the Iraqi women in the
brigade's area of operations, and address-
ing women's health care, female illiteracy
and the needs of widows could lead to
employment opportunities in their area.

"Opening a women's center is a sustain-
able project for the women because it will
help with education, job placement and a
daycare needs in one place," said Parween
Omer Mohammed, of Kansas City, Mo.,

15

equipment."
There is a 10 percent  death rate for
women and babies in the southern Bagh-

dad region because of inadequate hospital
transportation, said Mohammed.
According to Searcy, attendance at
these quarterly seminars has doubled since
the last meeting held in February, and
Iraqi women's concerns and initiatives are
developing into sustainable projects.
"It will be hard for the Iraqi women
to sit back and do nothing now, maybe
before when they didn't know any bet-

ter," said Mohammed. "] see them
getting stronger and stronger
every day."



Bou ll be Wlissed

Sgt. 1st Class Felicia Hill was honored and remembered during a memorial ceremony held at Forward Operating Base Falcon, Aug.
20.

Hill died unexpectedly in the United States Aug. 13, while on her way home for leave.
A native of Raleigh, N.C., she served with Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 30th Brigade Special Troops Battalion, 30th
Heavy Brigade Combat Team, in Iraq.
Hill enlisted in the Army in March 1983 and was on active duty for three years. In April 1986 she joined the North Carolina Army
National Guard, then entered the Active Guard/Reserve force in October 1998.
During her time as an active Guardsman, Hill held numerous full-time positions throughout the Joint Force Headquarters, North Caro-
lina Army National Guard, in Raleigh.

Her last assignment was as the Battalion Human Resources Non-Commissioned Officer-in-Charge, 30th Special Troops Battalion, in
Durham, N.C.

Hill was remembered as a dedicated Soldier who never let her career get in the way of her family.

“She was a disciplined worker, one of the most disciplined I have ever seen,” said Brigade Command Sgt. Maj. John Swart.

She is survived by her husband, Kelly Carter, and her daughter Elicia.




